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7. DESCRIPTION _ T N
‘ T . . f(heck One)
i [ Eacellent il Gaod [7] Fair |"1 Detericrated i.] Ruins [ Unexposed
| CONDUTION . . R, [, SRR - .
I fChnck (hire) {Check NOnea)
: |4 Altered ¥ WUnolterad || Maved &%) QOriginal 5ive

!-_-;. e FL DL, THIR BREEEE T AR GFGIMAL (1 known} PHYSIC AL ATNEFEARAMNCE

ol onnl Wrees sludio (1500 apd tuo addoonins

‘* MR Talis
Ve e cvadio wd ddany comolex ir noeronn of three prructuren

SR AV
1=l %) kpawn o bhe fatardc and Chio sitrecl AnroXena
| e i obudio ko ldiogg, A1y Y, b o twoeslory Gleci-roaied
| alrue bare oL tuatod on the caat pide al Gtate strect running tne
Lo L wf tne hlosk from Ohio or the south to snhtario on Lhe northa

e Luooan ouen sre sibuoaned on the rarth and sonth ends of Lhe
;i) studio buirdins, faeine cnio mnd Ontaric and rvunnirg inoan

v teply afrection fov nnothey 70V, tTorming o U~snaped grouping; vibh

U

\ canptyarde
) s cbe ahpeet facnide (weshy of the 'Urew Crudlio Lo eompesed of A

Fall lencth cas' “romn arende at rround level behird wnich are spoaces
oy orall oshops ol ontoress mye second story in covered in » buff
colored oman brieci with large windows Tor artint's studios. Faoh
nener sechtion i threce ohorles hirh eneompasoing two-story oriel
dindows providing light to the lappest of the art studio spacese
Decopative Leaturaes inclade numeruvus dormers vrojectin- inlo the
raoiline, chimners wita sluy pots, and a cast lron frieze junt

TR E=1 thr I'Oﬂi‘ fikaJ....i.t.

hape are Lwe Kmain entrien [or studic tenents. One on the Chie sit.
+ide, the other on Ontario, botn providing acceso to the courtyard,
tie second floor stalrwi, and into the adincent Annexes Lo the east.
e arehed entries are decornted with dressed and carved Bedford

avad Lemont limestone. 'n either nide of the doorway, ploced amcnist
the carved foliate ornamentntion, are two stone faces which an:eax

Lo he likanzsoes of Hre & MIGe Limbert Troca

e courtysrd Paende o buff colored comeon brick with deep set
wirdown srouped in pairs with linmectone sills. Tirci floor studios
-ve nrojecting entrances naking pos ible fthe inelusion of okylishtse
e cenerally siuple and un-dorned Tncade looks upon @ prossead
cunprtyard with winding hrice walcways, flower gardens ané n centrxl

TAD LIURE TS 4

Sipan floor stuuios, located along: the erct half ef the buliding,
hove WY hich eailings and & amnll rnlernied sleecping nrets Second
Nony ctudion, situanted nlong the west half of n long nortih-south
sorvidor, have L' high ceilines and wood burnic: fireplncesa i.Ving
qre: for these studios i aton: tie east half of the hallway. A1l
interlor apnees nre pl-slored, simple, and unadorneda

P Coatoredio and Chio ntreet Anexes are both tuo~story steerl-francd
Srpaesures with aansard astyle roofus.  Batio are faoced with a dark
hrown briast, howvims Larsge lass areas on the north side for studio
11 htinre Froeh buildine contuing foor larne art r~tudios; the

Jhle it sex pooi e vlas OLe bedroom, the {ntarioc Anbex bein: sliphtly
Pe o winh twe bodroom apsrimontc on A mezzanine lovela
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PrERIOD (Check Qtie or More &a App:;pr.falc) 1
- ' ] Pre-Columbian | {1 16th Century {1 18th Centory B 20th Century
[7] 15th Century [ 17th Century Bl 19th Century
SFECIFIL DATGISE (If Applicable and Knewn) [r'”fl B RER 10._.“1:_".7;_ - }
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (C"BB;E’;-‘! or More as Appropriate) K
Abariginal [T} Education M Political |..| Urban Planning
{] Prehistaric [ ] Enginsering [} Religion/Phi- 7] Other (Speciiy)
[T} Histeric I] Industry lesophy
[] Agrieulture {1 invantion | | Scisnce
F2] Architecturs 71 Lendacape ["1 Seudpture
1 Art Architecture [ ] Sectal/Humen- !
i1 Commerce L.l Litarature itorian
[} Communications [7] Milirary |1 Theater
[[1 Conservatian [} Music [T Transportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -
The Teos Sdtudio buildine ard Anrcerxes erecled to provide low coat
bousine v otndio oruee for artiets deserven recownition as one of :
Lhie zore unusunl butldine Lypes in Chicnios  An the residence nnd |
ortdio oo such well=Xrown loenl articts os the seulptor Swmil Lebilev

i buildine inm of warticular historie interest. The social and
tinvonilorien aims ef its benefnctoer, Lambert Mree, are also !
mevorinalized by the buyidincn.

Architeaburally the buildinss are of interest because of the

unusnunl planning involved in providing spoce for atndies and liviur
ynarher.a, 5 well as shops and courtysrds  The older building s -~
focd exnnple of an eastern neen Anne more closely related to

tnsolish sources thay most local works An a beld dosign without '
pornallel in Chieupo, reflecting early modern nrchitecture in !
Vienun, the Cntario Amitex is of ocneeial importaner architaecturally,
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TP
e ericinal Studioe building woas desi ned i1 094 hy the cr-bitectur-l
Tipm of Inpfitt Brose of Brooklyn, H.Ya., Hill & Yolterosdort of
_ oty Srooclote srchitectse  The sbyle i that of leote mzen lnne
witia elements of Clusrle]l detailinme Yhe building wan cronslructed and
nancd for Lruibert Trece, noted civic and peliticnl fisure in Dhicopo,
part of whose oririnn) estale was used for tho sites Tree had lived
1 the eant yortion of the block-size lot until his morsion was
destroyed in the Chicarso fire of 1871.

"he Ghio and Untariec street finnexes were desipned enbirely by the {'irnm
of i1t & Weltersdorf in 1912 and 191% reapectively., Althouch built
for the Treo Trust { Tree died in 1910) it is possible that nome
arrancenents to build the additions had been inetituted prior to Troc's
Jontha
“he Oniio Ste Annex is stylisticenlly eclectic, being a mixture of Iate
ucen antic and Classie details, composed of deep sot vindow proupines,
with reliefl and cerbelled hrickworks

The Untardieo Antex is much stronger in style ns an adaptation of
Viennese uccessionist architecture. The frcode is decorated with

a larpe terra cotla mezzo-rilievo sculpture by Michael Thomas Murphy,
irish born, schooled at the Royazl Collepe of Art, London, opecializing
in portrait and figure relief sculpiure. ( commissions involving
Jhicn o area persunapes include bustso of the Hoot Reva fieorpe Ve
Mundelein and Dra John We Murphy). irshy mointained a studie in the
Tree building beginning in 1912, onec year prior to the construction

of the untario Annex.

Hoth Aunnexes have small

Cricinally the proverty
Lambert Tree to provide

private entries on their east ends.

wac controlled by a legal "rust set uw by
HPartiat only" quarters al meoderate rentoln,

"hiu trust remained in force until 1959 when it was finnlly broken

oy o descend-mt of Wree and the property sold to
~uneciation which alrendy owned the ecast half of
Yrior to 1959 the Otudio buildings were run with
the bulk of the rental income nned for tuxes and
purchaze of the entire block, including the Tree
Tample Asrtoc. bullt a musie practice hall on the

not edjoin any of the oripfminal studic bhuildings.

unchanged frow their original ceonstruction.

the buildings maintain a very hiph provortion of
3 J oA pras

exicting Medinah Temple to the enats. Thiu three=story windowleas bir ok
gtructure involves the esst hulf of the former large courtyard but does

intrusior inte the oripinal plan. The tudio buildings remnain

Slthouph the "artist only" clause of the trust is no longer valid,

the Fedinah Templo
the blocks

little or uo profitk,
upkeep, ltollowing
Studio comnlex, the
vest cide of the

This is the only

artist regsidents.
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TN, T D

cecardine to Jons tims studie residents (corme -5 long oo 0 yeors)
meo puilt the structures for tue recoons: (1) that he wen oyenstlobic
Lo Lhelr enerslly menrer finnncinl situntion ond wished te provide
feorp yithh lneyoensive housing and studio spaee In a plensant
cur-oundinrg, (2) that he needed o tax break on Wi extensive pnroperhy
holiinrs foliowing Lhe deprecsed firarecinl mneried of 189%-0l,

{"puats wife was s1lso on amnteur artist)

Imsbert 'ree wis born in Yashington, D.C. in 159%2 from a Lumily
=horp forcbearers had distincuiched themselves in the Continental fr;ye
Hpae atudied low at the University of Virsinia and usc cdmitted to the

bur in 1595, shortly thereafter coming fo Chicaroe In 1864 he was
shonon president of the Low Tnnlitute and in 1970 elected a Judpe of Lhl
nivenit Uourt of Cook Gounty, servings in this enpacity wntil 1075,
wrone the more robteble civie and vnublic hirhli-hts of Tree's 1ife are?
U.l. Miniater to Belpium and Russia, 1905-893 U.5. hember of the
international onetary tonfercnce at Uoshington, 12913 Vregident of
tire Tllinois state Historieal Libravy, 140%-963 Life Truulee of the
Uisiborry Libraryg “rustee of the Art Institute of Shicireoj Zna
vice-president of tlhe ‘hicrpro Historicrl docictys

Ton® a devotse of the arta, Trece donoted two ltrge bhronze stolres

to the people of Chic: .0 during his lifetime, belh of which are naow
locuted in the Lincoln Pnrk area. (statue of Laiallc by de Talaing,
and Jiovx indian on horseback entitled "Sipnal of Teace" by Ta¥. Dallin))

in his rele of civic booster Trec and five~time Chicupo Mryor Corter
“urrison established a small trust fund in 188Y to purchase old med:ln
o be avarded annunlly to police and fireman for seis of herolum,.
P-med after these men on slternste yeunrs, the medals sre still emiven
today as the hiphest lLonor awarded by the City of Chicr-oa

carfitt Yroe architoctos LioLle is tnoen of the Pirm votside of the
£.11lowinm; Henry De Parfitt, oldest of three brothers, come Lo the
Inited States from ingland in 1063 and pradunlly buillt un a lorse
avehiitectural proctice in RBrocklyn over the mext 20 yenrve Hio
brother Albert joined in partnership in 1082 with the third brothes
“mlter cominge into the firm chortly thercafter, llenry DMerditt died in
Jun of 1382, consequently the firm consisted of the brotihers Zlbert
an: 'olter at the time the Tree Studio building was designed,

i1l N Woltersdorf, Architects: This firm was n outgrowth of the

v of Bouer & Hill which bennn in IDSL in Chicago, With Snuerts
ctirement in 1894, Hill took in younr aArthur I'a Yoltersdorf who had
onls recentl: cornleied his schooling; and study abroads 'he parinershd
Losted until 1ill's retirement in 131%,., Wollerzdorf evontuolly Lecame
rrewn ag Shicoco's literary architect becaunse of his numevous wrilings
it editorial work for wvhrious arclitectural ehnnter public ticno.

3
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Poan the National Register and certify that it has been
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ILLINOLS

Date Entered DEG 16 1974

Name Location

Miree Studio Building, Ohio & Ontario

Chicago
Street Annexes

Cock County

AL NOTIFIGATION

Also Notified
Hon. Charles H. Percy

Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson, TII
Hon. Cardiss Collins
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ILLINOIS HISTORIC SITES SURVEY INVENTORY

Name of Site:
Common
Historic Tree Studio Building
Location:

Street and Number 4 East Ohio

City or Town Chicago Zip Code

County Cook

Classification:

Category (check omne)

{ ) District

(x) Building
{ ) Site (

) Structure

Owvnership:

(x) Private
{ ) Public

Access to Public
{ ) Yes

( X) Restricted (

Present Use (check one or more)

)} Unrestricted

CI-H- T4

/ coosor

Townsghip Section
Range % Section
Integrity (check one)

(X) Altered ( ) Unaltered
( ) Moved { X) Original
Site

Status (check one)

( x) Occupied

( ) Unoccupied
( ) Preservation work in progress

(xX) No

{ ) Agricultural ( ) Industrial { ) Religious

(X) Commercial ( ) Military {( ) Scientific

( ) Educational ( ) Museunm ( ) Transportation
( ) Entertainment { ) Park ( ) Other

{ ) Government (X ) Private Residence

Ownership of Property:

Owner's Name Phone Number

Street and Number

City or Town

State County Zip Code
Description: block long, 2-story commercial bldg.

() Excellent { X) Good (X) Fair { ) Deteriorated
{ ) Ruins ( ) Unexposed

Is there a program of preservation underway? { ) Yes ? ( ) No



Historical Themes: (check one or more of the following)

( ) Archaeological Site {Pre-Columbian)

( ) Archaeological Site (Post-Columbian te 1673)
( ) French Influence (1673-1780)

{ ) 1llinois Frontier (1780-1818)

{ ) Illinocis Early (1818-1850)

(X) Illinois Middle {1850-1900)

(X) Illincis Late {(1900-present)

{ ) Famous People (give names & dates)

Specific Date: 1894 & 1912-13

Areas of significance (check one or more of the following)

( ) Aboriginal (historic) { ) Literature

( ) Aboriginal (pre-historic) { ) Military

{ ) Agriculture ( } Music

{ X) Architecture ( ) Political

{ X) Art ( ) Religion/Philosophy
{ ) Commerce { ) Science

( ) Communication { ) Sculpture

( ) Comservation { ) Social/Humanitarian
( ) Education { ) Theater

{ ) Engineering { ) Transportation

{ )} Industry () Urban Planning

{ ) Invention ( ) Other (specify)

{ ) Landscape Architecture

Brief statement of significance: (include all names and dates)

Use additional sheets if necessary. Artists studios built by Chicago art
patron Lambert Tree. National Register

Form prepared by:

Name and Title: Date: 6/24/75

Organization: Phone:

Street and Number:

City or Town: County: Zip Code

During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being complete
If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's task.

Bibliography

Robertson, Robert, Of Whales and Men. New York, Alfred K. Knopf, Inc., 1954,

National Register material






	Landmark Survey

